INSTRUCTIONS FOR MISSION TO AKGEIs'TINA 


1. The purpose of the mission of the Under 
Secretary for Political Affairs is to try to effect 
change in United States relations with Argentina, a 
state In Latin America. 

2. United States relations with Argentina are at 

a crossroads due to continuing violations of human riyhts 
by the country and the resultant deterioration in our 
security relationships. 

3. Argentina is particularly important to the 
United States because it is Latin America's leading nuclear 
technology state, with very advanced plans for the produc- 
tion of plutonium through reprocessing. Argentina also 
has a growing arms production and export capability, and 
is one of the most influential political and cultural 
leaders in the Spanish speaking world. Its present (world's 
4th largest wheat exporter) and potentially far more impres- 
sive. agricultural role, as well as possibly immense offshore 
petroleum prospects ensure Argentina's importance into the 
future. 

4. The President, the Secretary of State, a growing 
number cf Members of Congress as well as informed Americans 
are concerned about the course of events in Argentina, 
and the impact cf these events on our human rights, non- 
proliferation, economic and military interests. 

a! The Mission will serve to underline the United 
States desire for an improvement in bilateral relations. 

The Under Secretary would emphasize the problems which 
currently prevent fully normal relations and, depending 
on the Argentine response, state that the United States 
is prepared to be responsive, including with respect to 
Argentine requests for arms and training. 

6. The Under Secretary will advise the Argentine 
Government that present practices in Argentina make it 
politically, and in some cases legally, difficult for the 
United States to follow through with previous military 
programs. We consider that the following practices and 
policies are at the root of the problem: 
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— irregular detention procedures, mat is, 
the practice of secret arrests or 
disappearances ; 

large numbers of prisoners under detention 
•> without charges; 

frequent allegations of mistreatment of 
prisoners ; 

and a wide variety of restrictions on 
religious, political, press and labor 
activities . 

7. If appropriate, the Under Secretary would con- 
tinue that the United States believes the following are 
examples of the kinds of actions which we feel would con- 
tribute tangibly to an improved atmosphere for governnent- 
to-government relations: 

A promise by President Videla to curtail 
- the irregular detention and abduction 
practices of the security forces. 

The establishment of a timetable for 
promptly charging and fairly trying 
(preferably in civilian courts) or 
releasing those held under executive 
authority. 

«— The establishment of numerical goals by 
the Argentine Military Review Board for 
Right of Option for the release each month 
of a significant number of persons from 
executive custody. 

— The actual release of a considerable number 

of prisoners from executive custody — either 
freed or remanded to civilian or military 
courts -- by August 1. Ne have in mind action 
on perhaps 500 cases. 
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The release of another tangible number of 
prisoners (for example, 500 additional cases) 
by September 15. 
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— An undertaking to continue this process 
so that during 197 9 the Argentine 
government will release, grant right 
of option to, fairly try, or schedule 
lor trial, in civilian or military courts, 

- all remaining executive prisoners. 

The enforcement of procedures to investigate 
at a high level allegations of security per- 
sonnel involvement in future disappearances 
and torture, to try those who engage in, or 
are otherwise responsible for such practices, 
and to punish those found guilty. 

E. The Under Secretary will, on the basis of their 
replies to the foregoing, inform the Argentines that as 
they take action on improving human rights, we will respond 
promptly, in a calibrated, sequential fashion. 

9. If the Argentine Government gives convincing 
indications that it will take action on our recommendations, 
particularly with respect to ending disappearances, the 
Under Secretary is authorized to approve, as a demonstration 
of the good faith of the United States, the pending Argentine 
requests to purchase military training. 

10. The Under Secretary may also inform the Argentine 
Government that as actual human rights steps are taken by 
Argentina, the United States will act promptly to approve 
in stages pending arms transfer requests, beginning with 
safe ty*- related equipment, spare parts for previously supplied 
items, and items previously approved for sale or financing 

or needed to fulfill previously approved contracts. 

11. In early 1979 if it is evident publicly that all 
prisoners have been or will soon be removed from executive 
custody, and that disappearances and torture are no longer 
tolerated, the Administration will encourage new legislation 
which would counteract the Kennedy/Humphrey' Amendment. 
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